Firefighters honored for turning drive training into
real-life rescue
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FIRST RESPONDERS HONORED Aurora firefighters put out a fire at Skyview Mobile Home
Park on Oct. 9 near East Colfax Avenue and Laredo Street in Aurora. The fire crew that spotted
the blaze and pulled a 57-year-old man to safety was one of the recipients of this year's First
Responders Awards. (Heather A. Longway/The Aurora Sentinel)

AURORA | Asthe crew of Aurorafirefighters drove near the Skyview Mobile Home Park on
Oct. 9, they saw what looked like smoke billowing from the mobile home community near East
Colfax Avenue and Laredo Street.

The crew from Fire Station No. 2, which had just finished a call and was in the area doing driver
training, drove around Skyview to see what the smoke was.

There, they found atrailer home engulfed in flames on the east side of the mobile home park and
a 57-year-old man trapped inside.



The crew called dispatch for help and immediately worked to free the man.

Because of the crew’s quick response that afternoon, the man escaped seriousinjury, fire officials
say.

The crew from Truck Company No. 2 — Captain Nancy Reublin, Engineer Brian Good,
Firefighter Wayne Lashley and Firefighter Peter Ellis— were among more than a dozen police
officers, firefighters, paramedics and dispatchers honored early this month at the Rotary Club of
Aurora s Fourth Annual First Responders Award Luncheon.

AuroraFire Chief Michael Garcia said cases like the one involving Truck Company No. 2 are
particularly rare.

Rather than respond to a 911 call, the crew spotted the smoke on their own and had the presence
of mind to tackle the fire on their own.

“It’ s very, very uncommon, especially during that time of day when people are out and about, for
them to recogni ze that there is smoke and for them to not take it for granted that it's probably a
fireplace or somebody barbecuing. To recognize that it was alittle different smoke, and to
recognize that it may be afire and go and investigate is very rare,” he said. “And al that time
made a big difference and made it a successful rescue.”

Rotary also honored the Aurora Police Department’s Crimes Against Children Unit and the unit’s
sergeant, Joe Y oung, for their work on a missing children case last spring.

That case involved Alliyah and Brianna Patterson, whose father, Brian Patterson, kidnapped them
after killing their mother at the family’s Aurorahomein March. Because of Y oung's quick work,
officials put out an Amber Alert for the girls and their father, which helped police corner the
father before the girls were harmed. Brian Patterson killed himself as police closed in, but the
girls escaped safely.

Other award recipients included:

* Aurorafire Lt. Steve Beumer, who helped investigate an Aurora hotel fire last spring.

* Aurorapolice Sgt. Gary Reno, who last summer saved a woman who tried to commit suicide.

 Aurorapolice Officer Frank Fania, who in July helped catch a dangerous fugitive who fled the
state.

» Aurorapolice Officer David Pearson, who saved another officer’ slife by shooting an armed
suspect who fired at officers.

* Rural Metro Ambulance Service paramedic Scott Rodriguez and paramedic Dan Jensen, who
were honored for a career of service.

* Aurora Public Safety Communications Center dispatcher Gustavo Chavez, who helped save the
life of ababy having a seizure last March.

 Aurorafire Emergency Medical Services Bureau.



Garciasaid that by honoring emergency crews for the work they do, it highlights efforts that
sometimes go overlooked.

“Everybody thinksit's not going to happen to them,” he said of emergency situations. “When
they do see this, they recognize that it does happen in their city and their community and their
neighborhood.”



